Dinuclear zinc(II) complexes have been found to be present in the active site of various enzymes, such as metallo-β -lactamases 1 and aminopeptidases. 2 We have investigated the mechanism of metallo-β -lactamase using a series of zinc(II) complexes based on tripodal ligands. 3, 4 We newly synthesized an N2O2-type tripodal ligand, 2-[(Bis(1-hydroxy-4-nitrobenzyl)aminoethyl)]pyridine 1, and isolated its zinc(II) complex 2·CH3CN (Fig. 1) . In order to elucidate the coordination mode of complex 2, we carried out an X-ray diffraction study on zinc(II) complex 2·CH3CN.
under a vacuum. Recrystallization from acetonitrile gave colorless single crystals of 2·CH3CN suitable for an X-ray diffraction study. Data collections were performed at 293 K with graphite-monochromated Mo Kα radiation on a Rigaku AFC7R diffractometer (λ = 0.71069 Å). The structure was solved by the heavy-atom Patterson method, and expanded using Fourier techniques. All non-hydrogen atoms were refined anisotropically by full-matrix least-squares based on F 2 . All hydrogen atoms were located by geometrical calculation and were not refined. All calculations were performed using the teXsan crystallographic software package. 5 The crystal and experimental data are given in Table 1 . The atomic coordinates and temperature factors for non-H atoms are given in Table 2 , and selected bond lengths and bond angles are listed in Table 3 . An ORTEP drawing of 2 with the atomic labeling scheme is The crystal structure of a dinuclear zinc(II) complex of a tripodal ligand-bearing pyridylmethyl and p-nitrophenol pendant arms, 2-[(bis(1-hydroxy-4-nitrobenzyl)aminoethyl)]pyridine (1), has been determined by X-ray diffraction. The crystal structure reveals that this complex is a centrosymmetric dinuclear complex in the solid state; the geometry around each zinc atom is trigonal bipyramid. Fig. 2 . The unit cell contains two halves, which are trans to each other through a crystallographical inversion center, and one acetonitrile molecule. Each zinc(II) center is coordinated by one pyridine nitrogen atom, the tertiary amine nitrogen atom and three p-nitrophenolate oxygen atoms; one of these is derived from the same ligand, with the others acting as bridging atoms linking the two halves of the dimer. The geometry around each zinc atom is described as trigonal bipyramid with a value of τ = 0. Table 3 Selected bond distances (Å) and angles (˚) 1) Symmetry operation code: -x, -y, -z Fig. 2 ORTEP drawing of 2 with thermal ellipsoids drawn at the 50% probability level. The acetonitrile molecule is omitted.
